
CURRICULUM ADOPTION

Curriculum selection is no longer about textbook adoptions that happen every few years. Districts today need a strategy
for curriculum adoption and selection.

The curriculum choices are on the agenda for introduction at the school board meeting on Wednesday, May 
But getting on the adopted list is also important, more broadly, because K districts tend to see the
state-approved list as an important reference document for determining which commercial materials marketed
to them are high-quality. The public review period for the new math materials is open from April  See also:.
Battle Ground Public Schools has worked over the past three years to determine which of its materials are in
the most need of updating. As part of our efforts to empower districts to choose the best curriculum for their
school communities, we created the three resources below to support the adoption process. Also during the
public review period, another committeeâ€”the Instructional Materials Committee, or IMCâ€”reviews the
selection process to ensure that district procedures have been followed. Once teachers were trained, the new
materials were introduced in the classroom and used for three weeks of math instruction. The reviews at
EdReports. State law says that districts can spend up to 50 percent of the money they get from the state for
other materials that assist with instruction. Our Knowing Your Starting Point Data Inventory is a sampling of
questions that are important for districts to know the answers to before starting the adoption process. While
practicing and applying newly learned math skills is a common classroom occurrence, these particular students
are working on an even larger project without even knowing it. The standards overhaul also carries big
implications for assessment, too, because state testsâ€”and by extension, classroom-level assessmentsâ€”are
supposed to reflect standards content. Snider does think the current standards need improvement in some
areas, such as at the high school level, where she sees too much repetition in how they cover algebra 1 and
algebra 2. For example, her students have been learning about the rough-skinned newt and how it adapted to
become toxic to predators. But while the standards stripped the common-core branding from the documents,
they remained substantially linked to the common core. Board Director Jill Geary, by contrast, said it's
important to listen to the teams of people who put in the time looking at the different materials. The new
curriculum will align with current learning standards and help teachers implement proven instructional
practices that lead to increased student understanding and more in-depth learning. After seeing these
presentations just before winter break, the committee narrowed its options down to two finalists. In the years
after they were finalized in , 45 states and the District of Columbia adopted them, with governors and
legislators from both parties arguing that they would set a high bar for students to reach. The district said the
waivers stemmed from middle school teachers who came together in , attempting to align the existing
curriculum to new science standards the state adopted in  Photo: Florida Gov. We work with districts large and
small, urban and rural, all with dedicated individuals striving to ensure students thrive. Soon, they all turn their
attention to their new math textbooks and get to work solving problems individually. Getting Started It might
surprise you to learn that one of the biggest challenges for districts comes at the very beginning of the
adoption process. Two other important K markets, Texas and California, have given districts more flexibility
in recent years to stray from the state-adopted list. Once approved, the district implements the new materials.
After putting out a request for bids from education materials vendors, the group created a comprehensive,
evidence-informed rubric to assess potential new materials while also taking advantage of screening resources
such as the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics NCTM and EdReports, an independent nonprofit
designed to improve education by providing reviews and comparisons of K instructional materials. Students
see themselves more as scientists working to understand natural phenomena and evaluate evidence rather than
just absorbing facts. This way, districts are ensuring that the base material that their teachers will use supports
the content and skills students need to graduate college and career ready. Since last summer, committees of
educators, parents and community members have invested dozens of hours evaluating science instructional
materials from different vendors to choose top selections for elementary, middle and high school levels. But
there appears to be some concern among school board directors. But there are also many strengths to the
standards, such as their focus on teaching both math procedures and broader math concepts, argued Snider,
who is the manager of math, science, STEM, and arts education in the Palm Beach County school system.


