
GIRL INTERRUPTED SOCIAL THEMES

A summary of Themes in Susanna Kaysen's Girl, Interrupted. Learn exactly what Confusion of Social Nonconformity
with Insanity. Kaysen carefully skirts.

Kaysen, for example, describes her suicide attempt as symbolic of her desire to kill one part of herself. She is
drawn to sociopath Lisa Rowe, who is rebellious but charismatic and encourages Susanna to stop taking her
medication and resist therapy. Sanity vs. Sleeping Beauty. Flynn, Richard. Boston: Northeastern UP, 
Characters such as Lisa, the sociopath, brings up many insightful perspective on how a individual problems
are actually a result of an unfair systemic system that favours certain attributes- such as abstinence,
heterosexuality, cissexuality, whiteness, and men, which should not actually deserve more respect than than
their counterparts. Szasz, Thomas. There are many scenes where the characters joke about just how crazy they
are, pointing out that they are not actually insane, because really society is and they just rather make them the
villains. Numerous differences exist between the film and the memoir. It is unfortunate that men are given the
privilege to enjoy their sexuality much more freely than women. For example, when describing hthe two sides
of insanity â€”veolcitty and viscosity- Kaysen concludes that she is both. Susanna is appalled when Lisa
searches Daisy's room and body for cash. It was closer to two years. She steals Susanna's diary and reads it for
the amusement of the patients, turning them against Susanna. Taylor, Sandra. Kaysen has no such eureka
moment. Kurtwood Smith as Dr. Stirrett, Natasha. Plot[ edit ] After year-old Susanna Kaysen has a nervous
breakdown and overdoses, she is checked into a psychiatric hospital, Claymoore. Confusion of Social
Nonconformity with Insanity Kaysen carefully skirts around the issue of whether she was ever truly ill. The
film draws upon the convention of young adult fiction. Does it matter which of us is right? The costs of those
decisions are high. Dealing with mental illness, she shows, is both an emotionally and physically isolating
experience. Iowa City: U of Iowa P,  Susanna tries to make amends with no such luck. The body is restrained
and confined to the hospital, as shown in the figure of Lisa. It may be that through suicide attempts, and other
forms of self- mutilation, such as wrist banging or cutting, girls make visible surrepti- tious girlhood lessons
that teach young women that their experiences are inconsequential, that their reactions to oppression are
pathological and that that their bodies incite gender-based violence. Middlebrook, Diane. I was eighteen. A
frequently revisited theme is that of Uncertainty. Only a marriage proposal, offering the most traditional kind
of female role, saves her from becoming a dental technician. What is institutionalization supposed to do? But
by looking at some elements of this list, I hope that you can see how being labeled in good mental health is a
privilege. Boston: Pearson,  Jolie happened to also have been nominated for The Best Supporting Actress
Oscar, for her portrayl of Lisa and damn right too.


