
ENVIRONMENT ISSUES IN EUROPE

Towards a greener and more sustainable Europe. EU citizens benefit from Statistics on EU environmental issues.
Environmental protection.

The process will include in its early stages an analysis and assessment. MINIMIZE to a harmless level
discharges into transboundary waters from point and non-point sources likely to cause adverse transboundary
impacts, and implement, in a transboundary context and by way of agreements between riparian parties,
sustainable water management schemes established by joint bodies in consultation with water users within the
framework of the agreements mentioned above. In addition, fisheries policy will have to face new issues, such
as the effects of emissions from aquaculture on marine and freshwater ecosystems, maintenance of
biodiversity, the impact of climate change on inland and coastal habitats and the increasing awareness of
consumers about the intrinsic quality of fisheries products. Promote integrated pollution prevention and
control in permitting and monitoring the environmental performance of industrial plants, as well as preventive,
preparedness and response measures according to the provisions of the Convention on the Transboundary
Effects of Industrial Accidents. Make active use of land-use planning regulations and incentives to secure
opportunities for environmentally sound tourism including eco-tourism and local recreation, taking into
account sound environmental practices. In the s, EEC environmental regulations were similar to
environmental regulations in some member states. Ensure that countries and all relevant organizations as well
as NGOs play an active role both in the preparation of and in the follow-up to the United Nations Conference
on Human Settlements Habitat II. Strengthen the capacity and responsibility of local and regional authorities
for operational environmental management and cooperation in transboundary environmental matters, while
ensuring the proper distribution of centrally managed funds and coordination with central authorities.
Compliance and enforcement Effective enforcement of environmental laws and regulations is important to
protect the environment and avoid distortions in competition. Conserve the biodiversity of forests by, inter
alia, preserving, to the extent possible, the present level of natural and semi-natural forest areas, encouraging
the participation of wood producers in the preservation of such areas and integrating conservation and
sustainable development concerns into the economic apsects of forest management. The following
recommendations are made: Promote further international cooperation in the development and innovation of
cleaner energy technologies through, inter alia, activities implemented jointly, and encourage the
dissemination of the results of relevant demonstration projects. Intensified exploitation of the natural
resources, mainly in the rural sector, is the major cause of deterioration, followed by urban expansion and the
development of infrastructure and transport. Eco-labelling In some countries eco-labelling initiatives have
been taken by the private sector to advertise particular product brands or types of product using criteria which
do not guarantee the objectivity of the label and its attribution. In order to promote eco-labelling as an
instrument towards sustainable consumption patterns, the following recommendations are made: Create
international voluntary standards for environmental labelling terms, definitions and methodologies, preferably
in cooperation with international standard-setting bodies. Countries in transition need special consideration.
Special attention also needs to be given to the highly sensitive Arictic ecosystems. Final report to the
Commission of the European Communities. Given the close correlation between capacity in this sense and
economic competitiveness and prosperity, capacity building can be considered a goal that all European
countries share, irrespective of their level of development, even though it is currently of particular relevance to
countries in transition. The following recommendation is made: Apply the ECE Guidelines on Access to
Environmental Information and Public Participation in Environmental Decision-making, respecting any
limitations to their application which may arise if subnational approval is required in federal States, and invite
ECE to review the implementation of these Guidelines in  Current remedial and preventive policies for this
sector have focused on technological improvements, while measures designed to affect end-use are not applied
at the same level in all countries. Intensify work on the investigation and understanding of the effects of
desertification and design appropriate remediation strategies, such as water management and reforestation, in
particular in eastern and southern Europe. Encourage practical steps to implement these Guidelines through,
inter alia, training programmes undertaken by the Regional Environmental Center in Budapest. Further
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develop the concept of producer responsibility as a means to bridge the gap between the production of goods
and the management of consumption wastes, inter alia, with regard to waste minimization. Promote the
participation of all European countries, particularly countries in transition, in the EEA's work in order to make
comparable, harmonize and coordinate existing data collection and processing systems, as well as to provide
the necessary information for the next pan-European state-of-the-environment reports. The following
recommendations are made: Strengthen efforts to reduce the impact of air pollution on forest ecosystems.
Existing thermal power plants will have to be refurbished and the energy sector restructured. Improving
environmental monitoring at the urban scale will be essential to assess the changes in environmental quality of
urban centres and of the effects of policies and programmes. The wider implementation of Agenda 21 and the
development of new tools to further environmental policy require capacity building in all countries. Minimize
to harmless levels discharges into transboundary waters from point and non-point sources likely to cause
adverse transboundary impacts. In spite of many important initiatives, biological and landscape diversity has
declined rapidly over the past decades. Implement in a transboundary context and by way of agreements
between riparian parties, sustainable water management schemes established by joint bodies in consultation
with water users within the framework of the agreements mentioned above including the restoration of
transboundary aquatic ecosystems and transboundary watercourses. Most agricultural crops are exposed to
ozone levels that exceed the EU long-term objective intended to protect vegetation. ENSURE the integration
of environmental considerations into decision-making, including the consideration of environmental costs and
benefits and the assessment of risks involved and the application of the precautionary and polluter-pays
principle in all key sectors, and take further steps to promote partnerships between ministries, parliaments,
business and industry, non-governmental organizations NGOs and other major groups. The objective of this
investigation is to present an overview of environmental problems and the corresponding regulations in
Western Europe during the s. The key recommendations of the EPE are as follows: PROMOTE the
participation of all European countries in the work of the European Environment Agency in order to make
comparable, harmonize and coordinate existing data collection systems and to provide the necessary
information for the next pan-European state-of-the-environment reports. TAKE FORWARD existing efforts to
improve the resource efficiency and reduce the environmental and health impacts of all forms of transportation
by introducing policies that take into account the mode of transport and the possibilities for reducing the
volume of transport; to these ends, promote a variety of actions, including better land-use planning,
strengthening water, rail and public transport systems, tightening technical standards and applying
environmental impact assessment and economic instruments, such as measures to encourage the further use of
unleaded petrol, to reduce the lead content of petrol with the aim of phasing out lead in petrol, to reduce
vehicle fuel consumption and the introduction of air-fuel taxation at an international level. The Federal
Republic of Germany. There is a need, in particular, for statistical offices and environmental agencies to
coordinate environmental data collection and assessment, to ensure compatibility of data and reporting
standards. Public participation As stated in principle 10 of the Rio Declaration on Environment and
Development, "environmental issues are best handled with the participation of all concerned citizens, at the
relevant level". These activities should lead to substantial reductions in SO2 emissions. Recent political and
social developments in Europe offer a number of unique opportunities to conserve biological and landscape
diversity, in particular by taking it into consideration in all relevant policies, pursuant to the goals of the
Convention on Biological Diversity. Large parts of the population do not live in a healthy environment,
according to current standards. Given the present overexploitation, changes in fisheries policy concepts will
become necessary.


