
A HISTORY OF PROFESSIONAL AND OLYMPIC HOCKEY

Ice hockey tournaments have been staged at the Olympic Games since The men's to allow professional athletes to
compete in the Olympic Games starting in . The Toronto Granites, representing Canada, became one of the dominant
hockey teams in Olympic history, outscoring opponents â€“3, led by.

The positions were now named: left and right wing , centre , rover , point and cover-point , and goaltender.
The governing body for United States' amateur hockey has implemented many new rules to reduce the number
of stick-on-body occurrences, as well as other detrimental and illegal facets of the game "zero tolerance".
These penalties end either when the time runs out or when the other team scores during the power play. Hirsch
went on to play NHL games during a year pro career spent mostly in lower-level professional leagues. By ,
there were almost a hundred teams in Montreal alone; in addition, there were leagues throughout Canada. A
similar game knattleikr had been played for a thousand years or more by the Scandinavian peoples, as
documented in the Icelandic sagas. Not all physical contact is legalâ€”in particular, hits from behind, hits to
the head and most types of forceful stick-on-body contact are illegal. Canada accepted professional hockey in
when the Ontario Professional Hockey League was formed. Wally Schreiber is second in games played, with
24 games in , and  In this circumstance the team with possession of the puck is allowed to complete the play;
that is, play continues until a goal is scored, a player on the opposing team gains control of the puck, or the
team in possession commits an infraction or penalty of their own. Players may not hold the puck in their hand
and are prohibited from using their hands to pass the puck to their teammates unless they are in the defensive
zone. During a congress in , the IIHF introduced a playoff system. Thus, ten-minute misconduct penalties are
served in full by the penalized player, but his team may immediately substitute another player on the ice
unless a minor or major penalty is assessed in conjunction with the misconduct a two-and-ten or five-and-ten.
Various procedures are used if a tie occurs. But there could be a silver lining to the league opting not to let its
talent join the Games. The Finnish team won the bronze medal over Sweden 3â€”2 OT, their first since  From
the mids through the late s, the Soviet Union owned Olympic ice hockey, winning seven gold medals over the
course of nine Olympic tournaments. Most of the early indoor ice rinks have been demolished; Montreal's
Victoria Rink, built in , was demolished in  Main article: Penalty ice hockey Altercations often occur near the
goal after a stoppage of play, since defensive players are highly concerned with protecting their goaltender ,
seen here in a match between Ottawa and Sudbury of the Ontario Hockey League. Left and right side wingers
or defencemen are generally positioned as such, based on the side on which they carry their stick. Another
innovation in the western league was the idea of the assist. The deciding goal came in a shootout on a
beautiful move by American forward Jocelyne Lamoureux. A men's ice hockey tournament has been held
every Winter Olympics starting in ; an ice hockey tournament was also held at the Summer Olympics. The
Soviet Union competed in its first World Championship in , defeating Canada and winning the gold medal.
Major penalties are always served in full; they do not terminate on a goal scored by the other team. The
players use their sticks to pass or shoot the puck.


