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Margaret Eleanor Atwood CC OOnt CH FRSC (born November 18, ) is a Canadian poet, . Atwood's first book of poetry,
Double Persephone, was published as a pamphlet by Hawskhead Press in , .. Canada and the United States, Atwood
spoke out against the deal and wrote an essay opposing the agreement.

So did the repurposed buildings. These visions now feel all too real. She dangled there all night, and in the
morning, when they came to cut the body down, she was still alive. Her father, Carl Edmund Atwood, was a
zoologist who engaged in entomological research during most of Atwood's childhood. During my visits to
several countries behind the Iron Curtain â€” Czechoslovakia, East Germany â€” I experienced the wariness,
the feeling of being spied on, the silences, the changes of subject, the oblique ways in which people might
convey information, and these had an influence on what I was writing. Again, it depends what you may mean
by that. The scene is the one in which the newly conscripted Handmaids are being brainwashed in a sort of
Red Guard re-education facility known as the Red Center. It was way too much like way too much history.
Some people mean it quite negatively, other people mean it very positively, some people mean it in a broad
sense, other people mean it in a more specific sense. Atwood is known for both the quality and the quantity of
her writing. This is an act of hope: Every recorded story implies a future reader. One man, four women, 12
sons â€” but the handmaids could not claim the sons. Was I up to it? So is the Devil. Alias Grace was
Atwood's first work of historical fiction, inspired by a newspaper article that Atwood read about a woman who
had been convicted of murder but claimed to have no memory of the crime. And we eat them, out of cans or
otherwise; we are eaters of death, dead Christ-flesh resurrecting inside us, granting us life. Who profits by it?
Atwood won a Booker Prize for The Blind Assassin in , and in , she published Oryx and Crake , one of her
most intriguing explorations of the power of science. The book was released in anticipation of the lectures,
which were also recorded and broadcast on CBC Radio One 's Ideas. While living in West Berlin, Atwood
visited Poland, where martial law had only recently been lifted; many dissidents were still in jail. She once
slipped me one of her senior-citizen tickets, with a sly arch of the eyebrow. Sometimes this sector, sometimes
that. Atwood started her career as a poet. Offred records her story as best she can; then she hides it, trusting
that it may be discovered later, by someone who is free to understand it and share it. Would I be able to
persuade readers that the United States had suffered a coup that had transformed an erstwhile liberal
democracy into a literal-minded theocratic dictatorship? Basic civil liberties are seen as endangered, along
with many of the rights for women won over the past decades, and indeed the past centuries. Also, red is easier
to see if you happen to be fleeing. You should be able to wear them without people saying you are a traitor to
your sex. Under totalitarianisms â€” or indeed in any sharply hierarchical society â€” the ruling class
monopolizes valuable things, so the elite of the regime arrange to have fertile females assigned to them as
Handmaids. It is being turned into a graphic novel. Like a skilled doctor, she takes evident satisfaction in
providing an accurate diagnosis. When the paddles hit bottom on the way across, gas bubbles from
decomposing vegetation rose and burst with a stench of rotten eggs or farts. There were reports about the
threat to privacy posed by debit cards, which were a novelty at the time, and accounts of U. Still, the U. She
already knew members of the Polish resistance from the Second World War, who had gone into exile in
Canada. Wade, and they will have to deal with the consequences if they do. Her mother, Margaret Dorothy
Killiam, was a former dietician and nutritionist. In the real world today, some religious groups are leading
movements for the protection of vulnerable groups, including women. Atwood has always commanded a great
deal of respect, and one of the explanations for the attention she has received is her insistence on depicting
issues of gender, science, power, and truth in all of their complexity. Each becomes a daring journey that
expands the reader's consciousness and defeats expectations. But I have to write it. That is how we writers all
started: by reading. And they are adept at taking some of the stated aims of feminism â€” like the anti-porn
campaign and greater safety from sexual assault â€” and turning them to their own advantage.


