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This report aims to understand social and behavioral factors driving the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Inequalities fuel the spread
of HIV/ AIDS on many different levels.

It has been featured regularly at G8 meetings and regional summits in Africa, the Caribbean, and elsewhere.
Many African countries condone polygamy [ 38 ], which means that an adolescent bride is likely to be a
second or third wife [ 39 ]. Sex becomes a way to pass time due to a lack of recreational facilities [ 32 ]. Such
findings highlight the economic importance of ensuring that the poor have access to HIV treatment and
prevention services. This practice is believed to provide heightened sexual pleasure for the male partner. Your
medical provider will also discuss how to stay healthy and how you can keep from transmitting HIV to others.
Figure 1 illustrates our adaptation of this concept for the purpose of this discussion. Effective actions to tackle
AIDS must directly address these specific factorsâ€”the inequalitiesâ€”that drive HIV transmission in
different contexts, and must overcome the obstacles to accessing treatment in different groups. In this case, it
is crucial to place AIDS squarely at the centre of all socio-economic development, and provide long-term,
high-level domestic and international investment in HIV prevention and treatment in the world's poorest
countries. Biological risk factors Women are at a greater physiological risk of contracting HIV than men.
Below are options for local testing sites: Pennsylvania Department of Health Indiana office â€” â€” Testing is
free. Fewer remarriage probabilities for widows were observed. These reduced rates imply further changes in
the composition of the population and of households. There is however some conflicting studies which have
not observed this risk [ 24 â€” 26 ]. In SSA a combination of these factors has led to the disparate increase in
HIV infection rates among women compared to their male counterparts [ 15 ]. In many African countries,
young girls are encouraged or forced to marry older men [ 36 , 38 ] which can make young girls vulnerable to
HIV infection in several ways. Your health care provider can assist you with treatment information and
guidance. This effect is clearer at the level of the household that may receive kin or relatives to cope with the
loss, or on the contrary, may dissolve and join existing households. Getting tested. This access requires action
in four key areas: increased investment in antiretroviral treatmentâ€”by both national and international
funders; a reduction in the cost of antiretroviral drugs; improved HIV service delivery systems; and better
services for the poor. First, HIV epidemics also affect reproduction [ 5 ], which combined with increased
mortality reduces the growth rate of the affected populations. Lambskin condoms will not protect you from
HIV, because the virus is small enough to slip through the lambskin.


