
DESCARTES THIRD MEDITATION PROOF OF GODS

In the 3rd Meditation, Descartes attempts to prove that God (i) exists, (ii) is the cause of Without entering into the details
of the proof, Descartes's objective is to.

We should resist believing anything that is not 'clear and distinct'. The thinker has indeed argued for the
existence of the material world, but the conclusion to that argument was qualified. In one of the many things
Rene Descartes created, he wrote a book called Discourse on the Method and Meditations. The next step is to
remind the reader of the passage from the naivete of common sense to the deepest scepticism, and the reader is
reminded of the arguments of the First Meditation, and indeed forewarned of the conclusions of subsequent
Meditations. If I perceive that some proposition is true e. He asks 'whether any certainty can be achieved
regarding material objects' 63 , and the certainties he proceeds to discover in this Meditation concern
geometry. The will is like a judge who considers the evidence put forward so indiscriminately by the intellect,
and brings a verdict on it. The next Meditations try to build a bridge, a 'way forward' to the knowledge of other
things. If I can know that my intellect is reliable only after establishing God's existence, then how can I
establish God's existence in the first place? Recalling his pre-reflective period, Descartes says he had
sensations of bodies, sensations of their hardness and heat, and of the other tactile qualities The thinker began
as a naive believer in the existence of familiar material things: a bright fire, a snug dressing gown, crisp white
sheets of paper. My belief makes itself true. This does not prove that a human being is like a musical
instrument. Descartes argues that the essence of God cannot be known without knowing that God exists: God
is a being whose essence implies his existence. Descartes' Sixth Meditation says that things are, yet again, very
different to how they appear. I must take things more slowly. The philosophical motive is already evident. The
guitar and the wood are conceptually distinct: but they are not metaphysically distinct. The first deals with the
method of doubt, the second deals with the human mind and body, and finally the third with the existence of
God. It looks just on the limit. Notice the contrast above with God, whose infinite will is conjoined with
'knowledge and power' that make his will more 'efficacious' than ours.


