
AN EXAMINATION OF THE THREE LEGISLATIVE ARMS OF THE

GOVERNMENT

A legislature is a deliberative assembly with the authority to make laws for a political entity such as a country or city.
Legislatures form important parts of most governments; in the separation of powers model, they are often contrasted
with the executive and judicial branches of government. . Comparative analysis of national legislatures has found that
size of a.

The factors that facilitate performance of these functions are capacity and institutionalism. The motion
specifies the committee standing, special, legislative to which the bill is referred. Legislative integrity in deed
and in spirit matters not only to the public, but also to the overall ability of the legislature to fulfill its
representational responsibilities. Three of the most important ones are concern, community and continuity.
The conduct of the legislative parties, therefore, merits close scrutiny. Does your legislature allow effective
participation and input from citizens and organized groups in lawmaking decisions? In other words, an
imbalance in favor of the legislature is no better than an imbalance in favor of the governor. Comparative
analysis of national legislatures has found that size of a country's lower house tends to be proportional to the
cube root of its population ; that is, the size of the lower house tends to increase along with population, but
much more slowly. The title of the bill will remain on the Order Paper until the day when the private Member
or Minister decides to introduce the bill. In order to provide civic education, legislatures have to tell the public
it is their job to represent diverse constituencies, various interests and differing values, and it is their role to
engage in conflict, build consensus and achieve settlements. However, the effect of adoption of the principle at
this stage of the legislative process is to limit the scope of amendments that may be made during committee
study and at report stage. The Speaker asks the House whether it is ready for the question and whether it is the
pleasure of the House to adopt the motion. Legislators with such characteristics clearly contribute to
legislative performance everywhere. However, no other Member may speak for more than 40 minutes if he or
she is the first, second or third Member to speak. Generally, that means dealing, trading and compromise, so
that as many participants as possible buy into a settlement. Are the numbers of women, African Americans
and Hispanics in your legislature reasonably reflective of the population of your state? If the legislative parties
are cohesive, the majority probably will play the decisive role on important issues, such as the budget. If the
majority lacks cohesion, or has tended to dominate, as it does in essentially one-party states, decisions on key
issues probably will be made on a more bipartisan basis. Independence was a watchword of the legislative
reform movement of the s and '70s. Still, standing committees are key agencies and some legislators play
larger legislative roles by virtue of their committee assignments or because of their interests or abilities. But
that shouldn't stop you from trying to evaluate how good your legislature is. In a number of states the party
caucus is another locus of member influence. What is most measurable is probably least significant and what
is probably most significant is least measurable. The majority party caucus will be a principal forum for
deciding key issues. The importance of participation, however, is not meant to suggest that direct democracy,
by means of the initiative and referendum, is a desirable feature of the lawmaking process. And the answer as
to what a good legislature is must come from legislators, legislative staff and concerned citizens. Seventh,
these processes not only work to make laws, they are also intended to address problems facing the state.


