SOCIOLOGICAL NORMS MORES FOLKWAYS
Folkways and mores are informal norms that dictate behavior; however, the violation of mores carries heavier
consequences.

Mores are norms of morality, or right and wrong, and if you break one it is often considered offensive to most
people of a culture. Signs can consist of sounds, gestures, letters, or symbols, depending on whether the
language is spoken, signed, or written. Norms may be further classified as either mores or folkways. Think
about a time when a parent, guardian, coach, employer, or teacher agents of social control used informal social
control to respond to your behavior. Social norms are neither static nor universal; they change with respect to
time and vary with respect to culture, social classes, and social groups. A symbol is any object, typically
material, which is meant to represent another usually abstract object, even if there is no meaningful
relationship. Those who enforce laws have been given legal right by a government to control behavior for the
good of society at large. This may include elaborate dances and other movements. Various theories assume
that language fundamentally shapes our perception. The nature and the degree of the taboo are in the mores.
The structuralist view of language sees language as a formal system of signs governed by grammatical rules of
combination to communicate meaning. Formal norms are established, written rules. A simple nod of the head
is enough. They define the expected or acceptable behavior in particular circumstances. What did the agent of
informal social control do? Sanctions can either be positive rewards or negative punishment , and can arise
from either formal or informal control. They might punish her behavior by scolding her, threatening judgment
in the afterlife, or shunning her from their homes and the church. Lastly, and most important to the study of
crime and criminal justice, our laws. Sumner coined the term mores to refer to norms that are widely observed
and have great moral significance. Social norms are the explicit or implicit rules specifying acceptable
behaviors within a society or group. Folkways mark the distinction between rude and polite behavior, so they
exert a form of social pressure that encourages us to act and interact in certain ways. Additionally, one may get
excluded from the group or society. The idealist view holds that the human mental capacities are generally
unrestricted by their biological-material basis. This principle holds that the structure of a language affects the
ways in which its speakers conceptualize his or her world worldview or otherwise influences their cognitive
processes. Many folkways are actions we take for granted. We learn norms in a variety of settings and from
various people, including our family, our teachers and peers at school , and members of the media. Sanctions
As opposed to forms of internal control, like norms and values, sociologists consider sanctions a form of
external control. Provided by: Wikipedia. At the more extreme end, incest and cannibalism are both
considered taboos in most places. Learning Objectives Key Takeaways Key Points The values of a society can
often be identified by noting which people receive honor or respect. Informal sanctions may include shame,
ridicule, sarcasm, criticism, and disapproval. In the US, for example, some professional athletes are honored in
the form of monetary payment more than college professors. The relativist position, which basically refers to a
kind of Cultural relativism, sees different cultural groups as having different conceptual schemes that are not
necessarily compatible or commensurable, nor more or less in accord with the external reality. He believed
that members of society together create a social order Weber This practice brings order to the process of
buying things or receiving services, allowing us to more easily perform the tasks of our daily lives. Practice 1.
For example, if the experimenter is, say, a man in a business suit, and he skips down the sidewalk or hops on
one foot, the passersby are likely to stare at him with surprised expressions on their faces. This is how to sign
the letters A-S-L. In extreme cases, sanctions may include social discrimination and exclusion. And though
there are laws to punish drunk driving, there are few systems in place to prevent the crime. Sumner created the
framework that sociologists still use today.

