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The methodology lets readers assess the reliability of your research. in Gender Studies, so she's an expert at writing a
great master's thesis.

Qualitative methods Describe where, when and how the interviews were conducted. Common Research
Methods for the Social Sciences There are numerous research methods that can be used when researching
scientific subjects, you should discuss which are the most appropriate for your research with your supervisor.
Be sure you speak to your course advisor about what specific requirements there may be for your particular
course. The problem with closed questions is that they limit the response the interviewee can give and do not
enable them to think deeply or test their real feelings or values. This means that the interviewer will develop a
guide to the topics that he or she wishes to cover in the conversation, and may even write out a number of
questions to ask. See our page: Observational Research and Secondary Data for more information. A
researcher wanting to know how people react to a billboard advertisement might spend time watching and
describing the reactions of the people. Step 2: Describe your methods of data collection Once you have
introduced your overall methodological approach, you should give full details of the methods you used to
conduct the research. Whether or not you have conducted your research using primary sources, you will still
want to be sure that you include relevant references to existing studies on your topic. The methodology should
also explain the weaknesses of your chosen approach and how you plan to avoid the worst pitfalls, perhaps by
triangulating your data with other methods, or why you do not think the weakness is relevant. You need to
take expert advice in setting up a questionnaire, ensure that all the information about the respondents which
you need is included and filled in, and ensure that you actually get them returned. The methodology should be
linked back to the literature to explain why you are using certain methods, and the academic basis of your
choice. Again, these are the areas that you will want to revisit in your discussion. For instance, if a researcher
wants to determine whether the introduction of a traffic sign makes any difference to the number of cars
slowing down at a dangerous curve, she or he could sit near the curve and count the number of cars that do and
do not slow down. A customer was defined as a person who had purchased a product from Company X on the
day of questioning. How long were the interviews and how were they recorded? You should conclude by
summarising your research methods, the underpinning approach, and what you see as the key challenges that
you will face in your research. What tools or technologies did you use in the experiment? What type of
materials did you analyze? Qualitative research This is carried out when we wish to understand meanings,
look at, describe and understand experience, ideas, beliefs and values, intangibles such as these. What are the
criteria for validity and reliability in this type of research? The level of structure in an interview can vary, but
most commonly interviewers follow a semi-structured format. This section of your dissertation or thesis
should set your research in the context of its theoretical underpinnings. Items in other media can also be the
subject of documentary analysis, including films, songs, websites and photographs. Why is this the most
suitable approach to answering your research questions? If you decide to use interviews: Identify your sample.
Were there any ethical or philosophical considerations? Existing data Explain how you selected case study
materials such as texts or images for the focus of your analysis. What kinds of research methods would be best
suited to the kind of research you are undertaking and the research questions you are pursuing? A key part of
your dissertation or thesis is the methodology. Questionnaires are particularly well suited for research seeking
to measure some parameters for a group of people e. Consider which you intend using and whether you could
also find it more useful to combine the quantitative with the qualitative. What are their benefits? See our page:
Surveys and Survey Design for more information. What might they prevent you from discovering? Data
Analysis: Finally, what does your data mean in the context of your research? You would find it useful to
consult the range of full and excellent research books available. As this methodology is less controlled and
more interpretive, you will need to reflect on your position as researcher, taking into account how your
participation and perception might have influenced the results. However, often collections of statistics and
number crunching are not the answer to understanding meanings, beliefs and experience, which are better
understood through qualitative data. Try them out with a colleague. Interviews are not particularly well suited
for gaining information from large numbers of people. Qualitative methods example In order to gain a better
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insight into the possibilities for improvement of the product range, semi-structured interviews were conducted
with 8 returning customers from the main target group of Company X.


