
OLYMPIA LENI REIFENSTAHL

Olympia is a German documentary sports film written, directed and produced by Leni Riefenstahl, documenting the
Summer Olympics, held in the.

She is determined that her Olympic documentary will be a work of timeless truth and beauty, whether Hitler
approves or not. French, Ed. New York: Thomas Y. A number of sequences in the supposedly documentary
Olympia, notably that devoted to the high-diving competition, become less and less concerned with record and
more and more abstract: as some of the divers hit the water, the visual interest of patterns of movement takes
over. Wild though she may have been, the films are utterly compliant. The Daily Telegraph recognised the
film as "even more technically dazzling" than Triumph of the Will. From Caligari to Hitler. She returned to
Germany, where she started work on an epic drama, Lowlands, using Gypsy extras who, it was claimed in a
lawsuit, were sent to Auschwitz once filming was finished. Is that really what happened? Tweet Related U. He
composes himself. Although she directed only eight films, just two of which received significant coverage
outside of Germany, Riefenstahl was widely known all her life. There are slight differences between each
version, extending to which portions were included and their sequence within the entire film. At his alma
mater, Ohio State University, he was not allowed to live on campus. At no point do the sportsmen and women
in Olympia speak. Riefenstahl was touring the U. That makes it more difficult to label her film Nazi
propaganda. But they also represent something far more sinister. After the colossal opening ceremony,
Olympia speeds through the events in and out of the stadium, flitting from highlight to spectacular highlight.
The films of Leni Riefenstahl. President Franklin D Roosevelt refrained from sending black athletes the
conventional telegram of congratulation on their victories, prompting Owens to declare: "Hitler didn't snub me
â€” it was FDR who snubbed me. It appeared to be Riefenstahl's habit to re-edit the film upon re-release, so
that there are multiple versions of each language version of the film. So besotted was Morris with this "perfect
German woman" that he agreed to run another 5,m the following day, just for her cameras. Propaganda
minister Joseph Goebbels' diaries indicate that he was in contact with Riefenstahl about their progress, though
not always positively. Two years later, in , Hitler came to power. Their brief affair was useful when she
realised she had neglected to film Morris's victory in one decathlon event: the 5,m run. It is also, on the other
hand, a monumental piece of Nazi propaganda. One of antiquity's most famous statues, Myron's Diskobolos,
dissolves into nude Teutonic decathlete Erwin Huber recreating the discus-throwing pose. Germany wins!
Then it is Owens's last jump. Riefenstahl would later visit Hollywood, during which trip Disney received her
openly, congratulating her on what he believed to be a masterful production. There is perhaps no more famous
attempt to create an Olympic legacy than Riefenstahl's Olympia. The films of Leni Riefenstahl 2nd ed. The
Nazi government commissioned and financed the films. The Nazi obsession with race is constantly restated.
Olympia's opening layers the inevitably Wagnerian score of composer Herbert Windt over cinematographer
Willy Zielke's tracking shots of ancient Greek monuments. Leni Riefenstahl: A memoir.


