
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF THE CASE WHEN WOODROW

WILSON ASKED CONGRESS FOR A DECLARATION OF W

This lesson should serve as an introduction to the Great War and beginnings of . Senator George W. Norris's speech
opposing United States' entry into the war Document One: President Wilson's Declaration of Neutrality, 19 August
Woodrow Wilson, Message to Congress, 63rd Cong., 2d Sess., Senate Doc. No.

By doing so, the United States had essentially given Germany the choice of whether or not the U. By this
point, they had been excluded almost entirely from national discourse on the subject. This would only increase
the Socialist's anti-war groups in resentment toward the American government. The civilian government in
Berlin objected, but the Kaiser sided with his military. Members of this group tended to view the war as a
clash between British imperialism and German militarism , both of which they regarded as equally corrupt.
However, the Act was suspended until the war ended. The themeâ€”an aspect of American exceptionalism
â€”was that God had chosen America as his tool to bring redemption to the world. Its declared decision on 31
January to target neutral shipping in a designated war-zone [95] became the immediate cause of the entry of
the United States into the war. It knew this meant war with America, but it could discount the immediate risk
because the U. Wilson made a partial recovery, but spent his remaining years seriously disabled. Specifically,
they warned the chief warmongers were New York bankers like J. These special interests were too powerful,
especially, Senator La Follette noted, in the conservative wing of the Republican Party. However, after the US
did join the war in April, a schism developed between the anti-war Party majority and a pro-war faction of
Socialist writers, journalists and intellectuals led by John Spargo , William English Walling and E. We always
professed unselfish purpose and we covet the opportunity to prove our professions are sincere. The decisive
questions dealt with morality and visions of the future. It is time rather to speak our thoughts and purposes
concerning the present and the immediate future. Many regarded Britain as hostile to Jewish interests. Du Bois
called on African-Americans to "fight shoulder to shoulder with the world to gain a world where war shall be
no more". Trade Commission in order to insure that the U. In February , the United States warned Germany
about misuse of submarines. Early Life and Education Tommy, as Woodrow Wilson was called in his youth,
was the third of four children. We have been obliged to arm ourselves to make good our claim to a certain
minimum of right and of freedom of action. We are being forged into a new unity amidst the fires that now
blaze throughout the world. The unbelievable casualty figures in Europe were soberingâ€”two vast battles
caused over one million casualties each. Lansing responded by requiring both sides to give the U. Joining his
daughter, Jessie Woodrow Wilson Sayre, Wilson continued to speak for the cause and contacted members of
Congress with personal and written appeals. Overall public opinion remained faithfully pro-British. Some of
Wilson's views on race first came to light during his time as university president. The only road to peace was
disarmament, reiterated Bryan.


