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from Kant's essay, "Perpetual Peace: A with a view to the external friction of states"; "No.

Mansfield and Pollins, writing in the Journal of Conflict Resolution, summarize a large body of empirical
work which, for the most part, supports the thesis. For the prohibition concerns only the manner of acquisition
which is no longer permitted, but not the possession, which, though not bearing a requisite title of right, has
nevertheless been held lawful in all states by the public opinion of the time the time of the putative acquisition.
In " A Plan for an Universal and Perpetual Peace ", part IV of Principles of International Law â€”89 , Jeremy
Bentham proposed that disarmament, arbitration, and the renunciation of colonies would produce perpetual
peace, [4] thus relying merely on Kant's preliminary articles and on none of the three main points; contrary to
the modern theorists, he relied on public opinion, even against the absolute monarchy in Sweden. If all is not
to be lost, there can be, then, in place of the positive idea of a world republic, only the negative surrogate of an
alliance which averts war, endures, spreads, and holds back the stream of those hostile passions which fear the
law, though such an alliance is in constant peril of their breaking loose again. To lend assistance to one of
these cannot be considered an interference in the constitution of the other state for it is then in a state of
anarchy. This does not always mean open hostilities, but at least an unceasing threat of war. But by war and its
favorable issue, in victory, right is not decided, and though by a treaty of peace this particular war is brought
to an end, the state of war, of always finding a new pretext to hostilities, is not terminated. Kant's essay is a
three-legged stool besides the preliminary disarmament. And even though the other two constitutions are
always defective to the extent that they do leave room for this mode of administration, it is at least possible for
them to assume a mode of government conforming to the spirit of a representative system as when Frederick II
at least said he was merely the first servant of the state. China 9 and Japan Nippon , who have had experience
with such guests, have wisely refused them entry, the former permitting their approach to their shores but not
their entry, while the latter permit this approach to only one European people, the Dutch, but treat them like
prisoners, not allowing them any communication with the inhabitants. They have it by virtue of their common
possession of the surface of the earth, where, as a globe, they cannot infinitely disperse and hence must finally
tolerate the presence of each other. It is a trunk with its own roots. Kant had distinguished his league from a
universal state; Clarence Streit proposed, in Union Now , a union of the democratic states modelled after the
Constitution of the United States. War, however, is only the sad recourse in the state of nature where there is
no tribunal which could judge with the force of law by which each state asserts its right by violence and in
which neither party can be adjudged unjust for that would presuppose a juridical decision ; in lieu of such a
decision, the issue of the conflict as if given by a so-called "judgment of God" decides on which side justice
lies. Add to this that to pay men to kill or to be killed seems to entail using them as mere machines and tools in
the hand of another the state , and this is hardly compatible with the rights of mankind in our own person. This
contradicts the presupposition, for here we have to weigh the rights of nations against each other so far as they
are distinct states and not amalgamated into one. This idea was much repeated and simplified over the next
four years; at present, the idea that democracy by itself should prevent or minimize war is represented by
various democratic peace theories. A special beneficent agreement would be needed in order to give an
outsider a right to become a fellow inhabitant for a certain length of time. For these reasons there must be a
league of a particular kind, which can be called a league of peace foedus pacificum , and which would be
distinguished from a treaty of peace pactum pacis by the fact that the latter terminates only one war, while the
former seeks to make an end of all wars forever. Various projects for perpetual peace have relied on one leg -
either claiming that it is sufficient to produce peace, or that it will create the other two. The injustice which
they show to lands and peoples they visit which is equivalent to conquering them is carried by them to
terrifying lengths. It follows that a war of extermination, in which the destruction of both parties and of all
justice can result, would permit perpetual peace only in the vast burial ground of the human race.
Uninhabitable parts of the earth--the sea and the deserts--divide this community of all men, but the ship and
the camel the desert ship enable them to approach each other across these unruled regions and to establish
communication by using the common right to the face of the earth, which belongs to human beings generally.
The forms of a state civitas can be divided either according to the persons who possess the sovereign power or
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according to the mode of administration exercised over the people by the chief, whoever he may be. He may,
therefore, resolve on war as on a pleasure party for the most trivial reasons, and with perfect indifference leave
the justification which decency requires to the diplomatic corps who are ever ready to provide it. This service
is rendered to powers which make a great show of their piety, and, while they drink injustice like water, they
regard themselves as the elect in point of orthodoxy. But as an opposing machine in the antagonism of powers,
a credit system which grows beyond sight and which is yet a safe debt for the present requirements--because
all the creditors do not require payment at one time--constitutes a dangerous money power. Hospitality means
the right of a stranger not to be treated as an enemy when he arrives in the land of another. For some
confidence in the character of the enemy must remain even in the midst of war, as otherwise no peace could be
concluded and the hostilities would degenerate into a war of extermination bellum internecinum. It was one
element of the American policy of George Canning and the foreign policy of Lord Palmerston. The
accumulation of treasure would have the same effect, for, of the three powers--the power of armies, of
alliances, and of money--the third is perhaps the most dependable weapon.


