
THE CLASH OF CIVILISATION A SUMMARY

By Samuel P. Huntington. The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order is an expansion of the Foreign
Affairs article written by Samuel Huntington that hypothesized a new post-Cold War world order. Huntington's main
thesis argues, "The most important distinctions.

As a result, interactions across the world are increasing, which intensify "civilization consciousness" and the
awareness of differences between civilizations and commonalities within civilizations. Due to economic
modernization and social change, people are separated from longstanding local identities. To better understand
the definition of the fault line between civilizations, Huntington provides a description of characteristics and
dynamics of fault line conflicts. For example both Europe and Latin America have a long record of internal
wars. The world is becoming a smaller place. Major religions around the world "experienced new surges in
commitment, relevance and practice by erstwhile casual believers"  A common religion, language, history,
heritage and traditions is what groups people into sects that oppose one another. In East Asia, meanwhile,
economic growth has brought a similar confidence to countries like China. Wars such as those following the
break up of Yugoslavia , in Chechnya , and between India and Pakistan were cited as evidence of
inter-civilizational conflict. Successful economic regionalism will reinforce civilization-consciousness. Arab,
Turkic, Persian and Malay are among the many distinct subdivisions within Islam. And where does Western
civilization fit into the mix? He argues there is no "Islamic civilization" nor a "Western civilization", and that
the evidence for a civilization clash is not convincing, especially when considering relationships such as that
between the United States and Saudi Arabia. In other words, the world contains multiple different major
powers and civilizations that interact on an international stage. Huntington develops a new "Civilization
paradigm" to create a new understanding of the post-Cold War order, and to fill the gaps of the already
existing paradigms. At the same time, a return-to-the-roots phenomenon is occurring among non-Western
civilizations. I also took a post-graduate seminar about the course with SPH, and Huntington was my
undergraduate thesis advisor. As China and Islam have gained in strength and cultural confidence, they have
been less willing to accept Western dominance. I will not attempt to summarise how the war starts and
develops. According to Berman, conflict arises because of philosophical beliefs various groups share or do not
share , regardless of cultural or religious identity. Instead, countries began to emphasize their cultural identity.
The other side argues that the relative power and influence of Western countries is declining. Hindu
civilization, located chiefly in India , Bhutan and Nepal , and culturally adhered to by the global Indian
diaspora. They are cultural"  Masood I liked your review; was pretty nuanced. Instead, it will have to focus on
preserving its own culture while respecting the boundaries of these other civilizations. He also said some
pretty harsh words about Western colonialism in his book. In general, non-Western civilizations are refocusing
on their own particular cultures while rejecting the West. Huntington's main thesis argues, "The most
important distinctions among peoples are [no longer] ideological, political, or economic. The initiative is
intended to galvanize collective action across diverse societies to combat extremism , to overcome cultural and
social barriers between mainly the Western and predominantly Muslim worlds, and to reduce the tensions and
polarization between societies which differ in religious and cultural values. Religion is the primary factor that
distinguishes Muslim politics and society from other countries. Accordingly when I read in his Wikipedia
biography that during the s Huntington served as an adviser to the apartheid regime in South Africa, I was not
surprised. Religion is able to meet these needs. In the second part, Huntington focuses on the shift away from
Western power and toward Asian and Islamic civilizations. All these historical and modern factors combined,
Huntington wrote briefly in his Foreign Affairs article and in much more detail in his book, would lead to a
bloody clash between the Islamic and Western civilizations. However his book, and especially the way it has
been popularised, has been damaging. I think in many of these you would find opposing parties belonging to
different civilizational groups as per Huntington's framework, but more importantly and perhaps he didn't give
enough attention to this , between different groups who are culturally distinct Kurds and Turks, Hutus and
Tutsis etc. Majority of countries are of a Catholic majority. Amin I don't know how you found Huntington in
person. Looking at cultural differences within civilisations risks giving SPH too much credit. English speaking
British Christians will initially find Japanese speaking Shinto practising Japanese citizens strange and difficult
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to relate to until they find things that they have in common. Even if you are not registered on any of these, you
can still post a comment.


