
A BIOGRAPHY OF QUEEN VICTORIA OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF

GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND

Victoria was Queen of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland from 20 June until At birth, Victoria was fifth in
the line of succession after the four eldest sons of George III: the Prince Regent (later George IV); Frederick, Duke of .

Victoria showed interest in Albert's education for the future role he would have to play as her husband, but she
resisted attempts to rush her into wedlock. The first of these was Princess Charlotte, who was born and died on
27 March , two months before Victoria was born. But one thing is clear: She loved him. She was tutored in
politics by her uncle Leopold. Victoria later described her childhood as "rather melancholy". Many
Toriesâ€”by then known also as Conservatives â€”were opposed to the repeal, but Peel, some Tories the
"Peelites" , most Whigs and Victoria supported it. Victoria shared a bedroom with her mother every night,
studied with private tutors to a regular timetable, and spent her play-hours with her dolls and her King Charles
Spaniel, Dash. First, the king of Prussia died, making Vicky and her husband Frederick crown princess and
prince. Hough, Richard. She saw the largest extent of the British empire and the tensions within it. One of the
major factors that helped Britain avoid European entanglements was the marriage of Victoria's children: either
directly or by marriage, she was related to the royal houses of nearly every major European power. To the
King's annoyance, Victoria was enthusiastically welcomed in each of the stops. On 1 May , she adopted the
additional title of Empress of India. Victoria's father died in January , when Victoria was less than a year old.
By the time she had assumed the throne, the British monarchy was more figurehead and influence than it was
a direct power in the government, and her long reign did little to change that. She found particularly offensive
the Foreign Secretary, Lord Palmerston, who often acted without consulting the Cabinet, the Prime Minister,
or the Queen. At the time of her accession, the government was led by the Whig prime minister Lord
Melbourne. Her brother Leopold was Princess Charlotte's widower. When Victoria became queen, the political
role of the crown was by no means clear; nor was the permanence of the throne itself. As Victoria was riding
in a carriage, Pate struck her with his cane, crushing her bonnet and bruising her forehead. Victoria felt "sick
at heart" to see her daughter leave England for Germany; "It really makes me shudder", she wrote to Princess
Victoria in one of her frequent letters, "when I look round to all your sweet, happy, unconscious sisters, and
think I must give them up too â€” one by one. Wars In the mids, the Crimean War â€” engrossed Victoria's
attention; she rewarded Florence Nightingale â€” for her service in helping protect and heal soldiers. The
eldest three childrenâ€”Victoria, "Bertie," and Aliceâ€”received better educations than their younger siblings
did, as they were most likely to inherit the crown. Internationally, Victoria took a keen interest in the
improvement of relations between France and Britain. The prime minister at once became a powerful
influence on the politically inexperienced Queen, who relied on him for advice. On 3 July, two days after
Francis's death sentence was commuted to transportation for life, John William Bean also tried to fire a pistol
at the Queen, but it was loaded only with paper and tobacco and had too little charge. Many of the Queen's
ladies of the bedchamber were wives of Whigs, and Peel expected to replace them with wives of Tories. After
Albert's death in , Victoria plunged into deep mourning and avoided public appearances. They were married
on Feb. Victoria turned 18 on 24 May , and a regency was avoided. The young prince proposed when Princess
Victoria was only  Victoria became especially fond of Scotland and Balmoral. The queen, however, rejected
important Victorian values and developments. In her diary she wrote, "I was awoke at 6 o'clock by Mamma,
who told me the Archbishop of Canterbury and Lord Conyngham were here and wished to see me. Her mother
was consigned to a remote apartment in Buckingham Palace, and Victoria often refused to see her. Louis
Philippe was deposed in the revolutions of , and fled to exile in England. Victoria's father died in January ,
when Victoria was less than a year old.


