
THE ISSUES OF COMMUNISM AND FASCISM IN SPAIN

The Fascist Reign in Spain A new biography questions how bad Franco was. communism, and General Franco was a
stout anti-communist. . Thus, by the time the reader reaches the major issues of the Spanish Republic.

It was the end of the worlds great imperial powers and the rise of a new age of politics. This cultural policy
relaxed over time, most notably in the late s and early s. In the s, Fascist Italy pursued an aggressive foreign
policy that included an attack on the Greek island of Corfu, aims to expand Italian territory in the Balkans,
plans to wage war against Turkey and Yugoslavia, attempts to bring Yugoslavia into civil war by supporting
Croat and Macedonian separatists to legitimize Italian intervention, and making Albania a de facto
protectorate of Italy, achieved through diplomatic means by  Franco was reluctant to enact any form of
administrative and legislative decentralisation and kept a fully centralised form of government with a similar
administrative structure to that established by the House of Bourbon and General Miguel Primo de Rivera.
Fascism began to accommodate Italian conservatives by making major alterations to its political
agendaâ€”abandoning its previous populism, republicanism, and anticlericalism, adopting policies in support
of free enterprise, and accepting the Roman Catholic Church and the monarchy as institutions in Italy.
According to historian Julian Casanova, "the reports that have survived reveal a clergy that was bitter because
of the violent anti-clericalism and the unacceptable level of secularisation that Spanish society had reached
during the republican years" and the law of made the priests investigators of peoples' ideological and political
pasts. Some official jobs required a "good behaviour" statement by a priest. When a volunteer rejected his
rations and threw his plate on the ground, splattering an officer, Franco had him executed immediately, then
required his entire battalion to look at the corpse. By the s, Franco had increased his popularity as Spain
underwent an economic boom. Wars, however flexible the chains of command, cannot be fought, or war
economies run, in a libertarian fashion. Most progressive laws passed by the Second Republic were declared
void. New York: Routledge,  Polemics about the dissident Marxist Poum are irrelevant here and, given that
party's small size and marginal role in the civil war, barely significant. Franco himself was increasingly
portrayed as a fervent Catholic and a staunch defender of Roman Catholicism , the declared state religion. The
legal usage of languages other than Spanish was forbidden: all government, notarial, legal and commercial
documents were to be drawn up exclusively in Spanish and any written in other languages were deemed null
and void. Share via Email The film Casablanca has become a permanent icon of a certain kind of educated
culture, at least among older generations. Initially, little drastic change in government policy occurred and
repressive police actions were limited. Such a state is led by a strong leaderâ€”such as a dictator and a martial
government composed of the members of the governing fascist partyâ€”to forge national unity and maintain a
stable and orderly society. And yet, during the war, the doubters remained silent once they left Spain. They
fought mostly in the pro-Republican International Brigades , which also included several thousand exiles from
pro-Nationalist regimes. On the other side, the Republican, were urban workers, most agricultural labourers,
and many of the educated middle class. The Franco-era Falange supported the development of cooperatives
such as the Mondragon Corporation, because it bolstered the Francoist claim of the nonexistence of social
classes in Spain during his rule. The Spanish civil war could not have been waged, let alone won, along
Orwellian lines. Fascist movements grew stronger elsewhere in Europe.


