
THOMAS MALTHUS ESSAY ON POPULATION QUOTES

18 quotes from An Essay on the Principle of Population: 'The view which he has given of human life has a melancholy
hue,but he feels conscious that he h.

And that is point at which Malthus becomes one of the most controversial social philosophers of all time.
Their first obvious tendency is to increase population without increasing the food for its support. The power of
population is so superior to the power in the earth to produce subsistence for man, that premature death must
in some shape or other visit the human race. This is now the pet theory of all genuine English bourgeois , and
very naturally, since it is the most specious excuse for them. But should they fail in this war of extermination,
sickly seasons, epidemics, pestilence, and plague, advance in terrific array, and sweep off their thousands and
ten thousands. When supply outreaches demand the one thing that civilization can always depend upon is the
ability of natural world or their own vices to take care of the pesky problem of people. The answer was
clearly, that on the whole the best fitted live. Man has proven himself more than capable of stepping in to
show Mother Nature that he has her back. Malthus had the opportunity of communicating on the subject, or
who were acquainted with his last publications, that his opinions on the subject of value had undergone some
change. The germs of existence contained in this spot of earth, with ample food, and ample room to expand in,
would fill millions of worlds in the course of a few thousand years. These are the unhappy persons who, in the
great lottery of life, have drawn a blank. The great object of their lives is to save a fortune, both because it is
their duty to make a provision for their families, and because they cannot spend an income with so much
comfort to themselves, while they are obliged perhaps to attend a counting house for seven or eight hours a
day The foundations, therefore, on which the arguments for the organic perfectibility of man rest, are
unusually weak, and can only be considered as mere conjectures. Ambrose Bierce , The Devil's Dictionary 
Chapter IX, paragraph 8, lines It cannot be true, therefore, that among animals some of the offspring will
possess the desirable qualities of the parents in greater degree, or that animals are indefinitely perfectible. It is
true that the attempt made by Malthus to destroy the foundations of the Ricardian system failed and that the
chief tenets of classical political economy continued to enjoy considerable authority. Chapter XVIII,
paragraph 11, lines The greatest talents have been frequently misapplied and have produced evil proportionate
to the extent of their powers. There must therefore be a considerable class of persons who have both the will
and power to consume more material wealth then they produce, or the mercantile classes could not continue
profitably to produce so much more than they consume. If the calculation of these two ratios is correct and it is
a given that production of food can never keep up with production of people, that means there is only one
other option. Malthus, however, raises another a tempting third possibility: what if the population of the earth
could be made a more efficient consumer of food while at the same time limiting the percentage of that
population comprised of less efficient consumers.


