
A LOOK INTO THE FACTORS AFFECTING DELINQUENCY

Read chapter The Development of Delinquency: Even though youth crime rates have Although risk factors may help
identify which children are most in need of .. The studies that did look at children 's early cognitive development have.

Lewis DO, Balla D. According to three major large-scale, long-term studies: 1 developmental risks have
additive negative effects on child outcomes, 2 most infants with perinatal complications develop into normally
functioning children, and 3 children with long-term negative outcomes who suffered perinatal complications
more often than not came from socially disadvantaged backgrounds Brennan and Mednick, ; Broman et al.
Victims of childhood abuse and neglect are also at higher risk than other children of being arrested for a
violent crime as a juvenile Maxfield and Widom,  In ,  Under the heading of prenatal factors, one finds a broad
variety of conditions that occurs before birth through the seventh month of gestation Kopp and Krakow,  Such
cultures assign parents the task of raising children to follow society's rules for acceptable behavior. Several
mental health disorders of childhood have been found to put children at risk for future delinquent behavior.
Accordingly, it can be deduced that most delinquents are illiterate or poorly educated people and this can
justify the role of education in raising awareness and insight of people in preventing their diversion and
deviance and of course, their low education may be the reason of delinquency. Sampson and Laub found that
marital attachment and job stability significantly reduced deviant behavior in adulthood. What accounts for the
increase in risk from having a young mother? Data on adults are collected in 35 cities altogether. There are
problems in carrying out scientific investigations of each of these components as predictors of juvenile
delinquency. Hirschie T: Causes of Delinquency. Research by Nagin and Tremblay found no evidence of
late-onset physical aggression. Suriwillo WW: The electroencephalogram and childhood aggression. Whatever
characteristics individuals have, resulting personalities and behavior are influenced by the social environments
in which they are raised. If they must work to support themselves and their families, they are likely to have
difficulty providing supervision for their children. In recent years a lot of energy and time have been spent for
explaining and describing its rationale 1. Family structure who lives in a household and family functioning
how the family members treat one another are two general categories under which family effects on
delinquency have been examined. Tolerance for gang activities varies by community Curry and Spergel, ;
Horowitz,  Parents seem to have more influence on the use of drugs among working-class than among
middle-class families, and among blacks more than whites Biddle et al. Parenting that involves few positive
shared parent-child activities will often also involve less monitoring and more punishing. There is evidence
that chronic offenders gain fewer resources than nonoffenders, after the adolescent period Moffitt,  Google
Scholar 7. A large number of studies report that delinquents have a lower verbal IQ compared with
nondelinquents, as well as lower school achievement Fergusson and Horwood, ; Maguin and Loeber, ; Moffitt,
 Historically, one aspect of family structure that has received a great deal of attention as a risk factor for
delinquency is growing up in a family that has experienced separation or divorce. Adolescents report an
increasing admiration of defiant and antisocial behavior and less admiration of conventional virtues and talents
from age 10 to age  Including but not limited to poverty. The powerful influence of peers has probably not
been adequately acknowledged in interventions designed to reduce delinquency and antisocial behavior. The
development of empathy, guilt feelings, social cognition, and moral reasoning are generally considered
important emotional and cognitive correlates of social development. In early adolescence, relationships with
peers take on greater importance. One review of the literature suggests that 25 to 50 percent of antisocial girls
commit crimes as adults Pajer,  New York, Spectrum Books,  This section will first consider factors within the
family that have been found to be associated with the development of delinquency and then consider peer
influences on delinquent behavior. Furthermore, any individual factor contributes only a small part to the
increase in risk. Leventhal BL: The neuropharmacology of violence and aggressive behavior in children and
adolescents, in Keith, C.


