
METAFICTION AND HAPPY ENDINGS MARGARET ATWOOD

Free Essay: Happy Endings is an oddly structured, metafictional story; a series of possible scenarios all leading the
characters to the same ending. Atwood.

Practically every aspect of their life is controlled, and they are taught to believe that their only purpose is to
bear children for their commander. In Plot C, John takes on the part of the insecure, middle-aged man seeking
assurance from a much younger woman, Mary. He goes through many scenarios but shows us that the
conclusion to each scenario is the same. This is yet another way the story is metafictional. Reveals how
Atwood uses humour and practical wisdom to critique both romantic fiction and contemporary society, and to
make the point that it is not the end that is important, it is the journey that truly matters in both life and
writing. This other John will emerge like a butterfly from a cocoon, a Jack from a box, a pit from a prune, if
the first John is only squeezed enough. Possible Contents: intruding to comment on writing involving his or
herself with fictional characters directly addressing the reader openly questioning how narrative assumptions
and conventions transform and filter reality, trying to ultimately prove that no singular truths or meanings
exist C. But in F, she finally explains directly that even if we went through the whole alphabet and beyond,
we'd still end up with A. I believe this seems as if she is rejecting the conventional style of writing by thinking
like this and incorporating it into her writing. Version E Version E is fraught with complicationsâ€”if not a
tidal wave, then a "bad heart. There is no grand introduction or stunning finale. Attwood goes on to state how
she feels about each part of the story. Basically, she cuts out all of the minute details, and places little
emphasis on the ending, in order to guide the reader to pay much more attention to the actual stories. Atwood's
"Happy Endings Part B" deals with how society and stereotypes make a young woman feel insecure and
unwanted. It will also explain which parts of the story are indeed metafictional. Also shows how the author
putes his characters in different situations. Woodson, Zach. Instead, the story of a couple centers on how they
get together â€” what are the obstacles, the emotional turmoil, they face to reach their Plot A? This is because
it tells what really happened, and does not try to lighten and sugar-coat the dark subject. This paper will show
how Happy Endings is a metafictional text. She's led the reader through a series of attempts to try to imagine a
variety of stories, and she's made it seem within reachâ€”as if a reader really could choose B or C and get
something different from A. There is nothing inherently interesting about washing dishesâ€”it's Mary's reason
for washing them, at that particular time and under those circumstances, that is interesting. Looking back over
Plots A through F, that is all she gives us. Atwood begins by introducing the two main characters , John and
Mary, and then offers six different versionsâ€”labeled A through Fâ€”of who they are and what might happen
to them.


