
A STUDY OF THE ODYSSEY BY HOMER

Homer 's 8th century BCE oral narrative of a warrior's decades-long quest to return Test your knowledge of The
Odyssey with our quizzes and study questions.

Continue Reading. Throughout the epic, the testing of others follows a typical pattern. He further promises the
men of the return of Odysseus, but his promises are wearily discounted by the men. He gave Odysseus a
leather bag containing all the winds, except the west wind, a gift that should have ensured a safe return home.
She favors Odysseus and his family, and she actively helps Telemachus and advises Penelope. Poseidon is the
god of the sea. He sailed on and reached the island of Aeaea where he visited the witch-goddess Circe ,
daughter of the sun-god Helios. They mutilate and kill the goatherd Melanthius , who had mocked and abused
Odysseus and brought weapons and armor to the suitors. An example of Odysseus testing the loyalties of
others is when he returns home. He is a somewhat non-traditional hero, as he is known more for his cleverness
and cunning than his physical strength. Telemachus is unhappy because his home is beset by suitors who want
to marry his mother, Penelope, and take over Odysseus' throne. The characters test Odysseus' identity. He can
be considered Odysseus' primary antagonist. Athena is the goddess of cunning and intelligent warfare, as well
as the crafts e. The shipbuilding Phaeacians then loan him a ship to return to Ithaca , where he is aided by the
swineherd Eumaeus , meets Telemachus, regains his household by killing the Suitors, and is reunited with his
faithful wife, Penelope. The first is an otherwise obscure incident of the Trojan War, the "Quarrel of Odysseus
and Achilles "; the second is the amusing tale of a love affair between two Olympian gods, Ares and
Aphrodite. Then, with the help of Athena, Odysseus, Telemachus, Eumaeus, and Philoetius the cowherd he
kills the other Suitors, first using the rest of the arrows and then by swords and spears once both sides armed
themselves. This pattern is: The arrival and the reception of the guest. Many modern and ancient scholars take
this to be the original ending of the Odyssey, and the rest to be an interpolation. Themes: Spiritual growth,
cunning vs. The Japanese-French anime Ulysses 31 updates the ancient setting into a 31st-century space opera.
Afterwards, Odysseus and his men landed on a lush, uninhabited island near the land of the Cyclopes. Nikos
Kazantzakis aspires to continue the poem and explore more modern concerns in his epic poem The Odyssey:
A Modern Sequel , which was first published in in modern Greek. He is angry with Odysseus for blinding his
son, the cyclops Polyphemus, and makes various attempts to hinder Odysseus' journey home. Just as Ithaca
came into sight, the greedy sailors naively opened the bag while Odysseus slept, thinking it contained gold.
The next day he and Telemachus visit the country farm of his old father Laertes , who likewise accepts his
identity only when Odysseus correctly describes the orchard that Laertes had previously given him. He is the
only one to survive after his last ship is destroyed by one of the gods.


