
SLAVERY AND STATES RIGHTS

"Slavery and States' Rights" was a speech given by former Confederate States Army general Joseph Wheeler on July
31, The speech deals with the.

It was a conflict between two well-heeled establishments: one that dependedâ€”economically and
spirituallyâ€”on the continued enslavement of black people, and another that did not. This imbalance
exacerbated tensions between North and South significantly, reducing Southern leaders to a culture of extreme
paranoia. Georgia Our Constitution wisely gives Congress the power to punish all offenses against the laws of
nations. We hope never to live in a republic whereof one section is pinned to the residue by bayonets.
Ironically, secession, and the creation of a Confederacy was the only conceivable way of maintaining the
status quo. In , the fire-eaters pushed for popularly elected state conventions to consider secession, only to
retreat after the Georgia and Mississippi conventions voted overwhelmingly to stay in the Union. Utter
subjugation awaits us in the Union, if we should consent longer to remain in it. Wielding these great States it
held great power and influence, and its demands were in full proportion to its power. Constitutionâ€”except
that, when it came to slavery, it gave more power to the central government and less to the states. In the
District of Columbiaâ€”over which the federal Congress had total authorityâ€”slavery remained legal until ,
when it was finally abolished, but only in return for an expansion of slavery elsewhere. No matter! The right to
sue in federal court belongs to citizens, Taney ruled, and it was legally impossible for blacks to become
citizens. Schurz would go on to serve as a Union officer during the Civil War, after which he enjoyed a
distinguished career as a journalist, U. They pledge their lives, their fortunes, and their sacred honor to violate
the Constitution; they pledge their sacred honor to commit treason! But while the Civil War was fought, on the
ground, by these ordinary men of diverse opinions, it was not a conflict of their own engineering. The
Confederate Constitution also included an expanded Fugitive Slave Clause that gave masters additional rights
to capture slaves, including those who had become free under the laws of a sister state. Instead, many
slaveholders asserted a federal right to travel with their slaves that would supersede conflicting state laws.
Other grievances, such as economic exploitation and the role of the military, receive limited attention in some
of the documents. In , Congress filled in the details with the Fugitive Slave Act, which imposed an affirmative
duty on federal and state judges to enforce the claims of slaveholders demanding the return of runaway slaves.
And they cited the danger of a slippery slope: If a master could bring one slave into a free state, why not
slaves? The original thirteen colonies in America in the s, separated from the mother country in Europe by a
vast ocean, were use to making many of their own decisions and ignoring quite a few of the rules imposed on
them from abroad. Virginia sued to reclaim certain of its western counties that had become part of the
breakaway state of West Virginia during the war but was rebuffed by the Supreme Court, and Reconstruction
raised many federal vs. However, each new territory that applied for statehood threatened to upset this balance
of power. It has announced that the South shall be excluded from the common territory, that the judicial
tribunals shall be made sectional, and that a war must be waged against slavery until it shall cease throughout
the United States. Although they were the proximate cause of conflict, Constitutional principle and secession
were not the ultimate cause of the War. Congress did prohibit international slave trade in ; but by that time,
every Southern state except South Carolina had already passed laws banning or restricting the slave trade. But
it was not those abstract motives that prompted secession and led to war. But at the time of its delivery,
Southern leaders heard these words and thought one thing: Lincoln aims to abolish slavery at the federal level.
Under the Compromise of , California gained admission as a free state, while New Mexico and Utah were
organized as slave territories. The debate over which powers rightly belonged to the states and which to the
Federal Government became heated again in the s and s fueled by the divisive issue of whether slavery would
be allowed in the new territories forming as the nation expanded westward. In , legendary Confederate
partisan leader, Col. Pennsylvania, for example, created a presumption of freedom for black residents that
could not be surmounted unless a slaveholder had registered his slave with state authorities within a certain
time frame. But the federal government never came close to enacting such a law before the Civil War; the
Emancipation Proclamation would not come until the middle of the war , and even then, it applied only to the
states in rebellion. Even before the war was over, scholars in the North and South began to analyze and



SLAVERY AND STATES RIGHTS

interpret the reasons behind the bloodshed. Nor could he vote in federal elections or exercise any other federal
right. Join us every other week for the next installment of this new blog series: Myths and Misunderstandings.
Lincoln aims to destroy our way of life. A Virginian slaveholder wrote a new tariff in , which was passed and
generally well-received by Southern members of Congress as it stipulated a record-low rate. See: nullification
Wheeler quoted Daniel Webster in his speech, "How absurd it is to suppose that when different parties enter
into a compact for certain purposes either can disregard any one provision, and expect, nevertheless, the other
to observe the rest!


