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science examples for the Writing Across the Curriculum document. As you select writing strategies, ask yourself,
â€œHow well suited is this task for the objective.

None of the participants remember ever being aware of missing content or feeling like the content covered was
lacking because of a writing assignment. But the Common Core State Standards, now in use in more than
two-thirds of the states, were supposed to change all this. She found it stultifying and believes she developed
her writing skill in spite of such lessons, not because of them. Hochman exclaimed. The participants in this
course include graduate students, postdocs, and faculty members from a variety of disciplines and with a wide
range of teaching experiences. Nevertheless, many teachers who learn Dr. In Ms. At every level, students
benefit from clear feedback on their writing, and from seeing and trying to imitate what successful writing
looks like, the so-called text models. First, children need to learn how to transcribe both by hand and through
typing on a computer. Lyse had solid sentence-level skills. Bonus points for giving an example from
disciplines where writing is less likely to be assigned! This course follows an expeditionary learning model,
grounded in adult learning theory, where participants can develop new questions about teaching and learning
and create methods for exploring answers to those questions. But what about those students, typically low
income, with few books at home, who struggle to move from reading a gorgeous sentence to knowing how to
write one? Wanzer then asked the students to spend a few minutes writing anything they liked in response to
the Lamott excerpt. There is also a large number of students who tested out of required composition courses
either through advanced placement testing in high school or via placement tests taken during orientation and
thus have little to no experience writing at the college level or in discipline-specific genres. A major goal of
this workshop â€” the teacher-training component of the Long Island Writing Project â€” was to get teachers
writing and revising their own work over the summer so that in the fall they would be more enthusiastic and
comfortable teaching the subject to children. Students with higher confidence in their writing ability perform
better. Hochman, founder of an organization called the Writing Revolution, displayed examples of student
work. Some of the touchy-feel stuff matters, too. That ideology goes back to the s, when progressive educators
began to shift the writing curriculum away from penmanship and spelling and toward diary entries and
personal letters as a psychologically liberating activity. Hochman of the Writing Revolution shows a slide of a
cute little girl, lying contentedly on her stomach as she scrawls on a piece of composition paper. Although
first-year composition courses are often designed to introduce students to different modes of academic writing,
the instructors for these courses do not and cannot bear sole responsibility for preparing students to write well.
Troia said. Fractions are like decimals, so they can be used interchangeably. Along the way, students are
learning to recall meaningful content from math, social studies, science and literature. Quality Over Quantity
Not just any writing assignment will do. Hochman said. Wanzer led the students in a freewrite, a popular
English class strategy of writing without stopping or judging. Could there be a better, less soul-crushing way
to enforce the basics? CreditYana Paskova for The New York Times Sometimes, she said, she will reinforce
grammar by asking students to copy down a sentence from a favorite book and then discuss how the author
uses a tool like commas. Troia, the Michigan State professor, said. Wanzer said. Dana Goldstein is an
education reporter for The Times. The organization was founded in , at the height of the process-oriented era.
But even when Ms. My assertion may seem counterintuitive until one realizes that these assignments can
restructure the way students study outside of class. Bean, John C.. Fractions are like decimals, but they are
written differently. Judith C. Critical thinking tasksâ€”which require students to use their expanding
knowledge of subject matter to address disciplinary problemsâ€”motivate better study habits by helping
students see their learning as purposeful and interesting. It takes a lot of work to design and use writing
assignments effectively. Gonyea, and Charles Paine. Adherents worry that focusing too much on grammar or
citing sources will stifle the writerly voice and prevent children from falling in love with writing as an activity.


