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No one can duly appreciate the dialogues of Plato, especially the Phaedrus, Symposium, and portions of the
Republic, who has not a sympathy with mysticism. The heat of the day has passed, and after offering up a
prayer to Pan and the nymphs, Socrates and Phaedrus depart. And when new books ceased to be written, why
did hosts of grammarians and interpreters flock in, who never attain to any sound notion either of grammar or
interpretation? And allegory helps to increase this sort of confusion. As such, the philosopher uses writing "for
the sake of amusing himself" and other similar things rather than for teaching others. Phaedrus is captivated
with the beauty of the periods, and wants to make Socrates say that nothing was or ever could be written
better. Philosophy had become extravagant, eclectic, abstract, devoid of any real content. If madness is all bad,
then the preceding speeches would have been correct, but in actuality, madness given as a gift of the gods
provides us with some of the best things we have. When fulfilled with the sight of them she returns home, and
the charioteer puts up the horses in their stable, and gives them ambrosia to eat and nectar to drink. Buy Study
Guide Socrates wonders whether a good and noble speech must address the truth of the issue at hand. The
contrast of the living and dead word, and the example of Socrates, which he has represented in the form of the
Dialogue, seem to have misled him. Socrates concludes:â€” These are the blessings of love, and thus have I
made my recantation in finer language than before: I did so in order to please Phaedrus. But there is another
kingdom of love, a kingdom not of this world, divine, eternal. All the gods, except for Hestia , follow Zeus in
this procession. As this occurs over and over, the bad horse eventually becomes obedient and finally dies of
fright when seeing the boy's face, allowing the lover's soul to follow the boy in reverence and awe. Their
pretentiousness, their omniscience, their large fortunes, their impatience of argument, their indifference to first
principles, their stupidity, their progresses through Hellas accompanied by a troop of their disciplesâ€”these
things were very distasteful to Plato, who esteemed genius far above art, and was quite sensible of the interval
which separated them Phaedrus. First, passionate love is overthrown by the sophistical or interested, and then
both yield to that higher view of love which is afterwards revealed to us. We should certainly be disposed to
reply that the self-motive is to be attributed to God only; and on the other hand that the appetitive and
passionate elements have no place in His nature. No one had anything new to say, or any conviction of truth.
And by referring to his two speeches as one, Socrates suggests that his arguments did not contradict
themselves but followed a dialectic progression. We'll take a look right away. As he gets closer to his quarry,
and the love is reciprocated, the opportunity for sexual contact again presents itself. The ill-conditioned steed
rushes on to enjoy, but the charioteer, who beholds the beloved with awe, falls back in adoration, and forces
both the steeds on their haunches; again the evil steed rushes forwards and pulls shamelessly. Socrates begins
by establishing two points. As they walk out into the countryside, Socrates tries to convince Phaedrus to repeat
the speech of Lysias which he has just heard. Check out our Privacy and Content Sharing policies for more
information. After showing that speech making itself isn't something reproachful, and that what is truly
shameful is to engage in speaking or writing shamefully or badly, Socrates asks what distinguishes good from
bad writing, and they take this up. So long as the divisions are made naturally and appropriately, they serve as
analytical tools. The first impression of such a passage, in which no attempt is made to separate the substance
from the form, is far truer than an elaborate philosophical analysis. There is more rhythm than reason; the
creative power of imagination is wanting. It had grown ascetic on one side, mystical on the other. As such, it
reflects the truth of the subject as a whole and guides the soul in a philosophic manner. It was believed that
spirits and nymphs inhabited the country, and Socrates specifically points this out after the long palinode with
his comment about listening to the cicadas. When they have attained to this exalted state, let them marry
something too may be conceded to the animal nature of man : or live together in holy and innocent friendship.
Although Socrates notes that he also defined love at the beginning of his speech, he divided his arguments into
two parts. The first passage is remarkable as showing that Plato was entirely free from what may be termed the
Euhemerism of his age. No arguments can be drawn from the appropriateness or inappropriateness of the
characters of Plato. The soul which three times in succession has chosen the life of a philosopher or of a lover
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who is not without philosophy receives her wings at the close of the third millennium; the remainder have to
complete a cycle of ten thousand years before their wings are restored to them.


