
HOW TO WRITE A FORMAL PHONOLOGICAL RULE

It is common to represent phonological rules using formal rewrite rules in the most general way possible. Thus, the
intervocalic alveolar.

It is called target or focus or Structural Description SD. Goldsmith, John A, et. The sounds that form the
environment are also referred 5 to as the trigger, because it is in the environment of these sounds that the rules
get applied. To able to refer to changes involving more than one segment, the transformational rule format is
used. Gussenhoven, Carlos, and Haike Jacobs. Title of the rule The underlying sound that is changed.
Untaught and unconscious: Speakers apply these rules without being aware of it, and they acquire the rules
early in life without any explicit teaching. Understanding Phonology. For example, if an English speaker is
asked to pronounce the plural of the nonsense word "wug" i. Oxford: Blackwell. There are other rules that
apply to only verbs, only nouns etc. The rule 4 g shows that the s need to put in parentheses to indicate that
they may, but need not, be present in the representation. Phonological rules indicate the representation or
notation of phonological processes. The sound, or the features of the sound, that follows the one to be
changed. It may be within or across morpheme; hence vowel harmony is applied throughout the language. The
sound, or the features of the sound, that precedes the one to be changed. London: Hodder Arnold. The arrow
represents that the sound on the left changes to have the features on the right. Phonological rules are often
written using distinctive features , which are supposedly [note 3] natural characteristics that describe the
acoustic and articulatory makeup of a sound; by selecting a particular bundle, or "matrix," of features, it is
possible to represent a group of sounds that form a natural class and pattern together in phonological rules.
Rule 4 e , for instance, nasalizes vowels before a nasal followed by another consonant or word-finally. The
location of the sound that is going to be changed. These are also referred to as a feature matrix. Phonological
rules have three parts: a The kind of sound that gets change, b How it gets changed, c The context where the
change occurs.


